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New Picture Book Profiles Charles A. Tindley, the Father of Gospel Music 

 

By and By: Charles Albert Tindley, the Father of 
Gospel Music is a stirring picture book biography 
of the preacher and gospel composer best 
known for the hymn “We’ll Understand It Better 
By and By.” Award-winning duo Carole Boston 
Weatherford and Bryan Collier team up for the 
first time in this tribute to the gospel great. 
 
At a time when most African Americans were 
still enslaved, Charles Tindley was born free. His 
childhood was far from easy, with backbreaking 
hours in the fields, and no opportunity to go to 
school. But the spirituals he heard as he worked 
made him long to know how to read the Gospel 
for himself. Late at night, he taught himself to 
read from scraps of newspapers. From those 
small scraps, young Charles raised himself to 
become a founding father of American gospel 
music whose hymn was the basis for the Civil 
Rights anthem “We Shall Overcome.” 

 
Told in lilting verse with snippets of spirituals and Tindley’s own hymns woven throughout, 
Weatherford’s lyrical words and Collier’s luminous pictures celebrate a man whose music and 
conviction has inspired countless lives. 
 
The author of 50-plus books, Weatherford has written several books on spiritual themes, 
including Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom; The Beatitudes: From 
Slavery to Civil Rights; How Sweet the Sound: The Story of Amazing Grace; and In Your Hands, a 
prayer inspired by Black Lives Matter. A two-time NAACP Image Award winner, she teaches at 
Fayetteville State University in North Carolina. Like Tindley and Collier, she has roots on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 
 
Collier is a beloved illustrator known for his unique style combining watercolor and detailed 
collage. He is a four-time Caldecott Honor recipient for Trombone Shorty, Dave the 
Potter, Martin’s Big Words, and Rosa. Collier hails from Berlin, Maryland—Tindley’s birthplace. 

 
### 

https://www.amazon.com/Moses-Harriet-Tubman-Freedom-Caldecott/dp/0786851759
http://storypath.upsem.edu/the-beautitudes-from-slavery-to-civil-rights/
http://storypath.upsem.edu/the-beautitudes-from-slavery-to-civil-rights/
https://www.amazon.com/How-Sweet-Sound-Story-Amazing/dp/1481472062
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/In-Your-Hands/Carole-Boston-Weatherford/9781481462938


 
Contact: Carole Weatherford (cbwpoet@gmail.com) Available for interviews 
Review Copies: Amy Beaudoin (Amy.Beaudoin@simonandschuster.com) 
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